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WELCOMIE

Hello everyone and welcome to the fifth full-orchestra
subscription concert of 2024-25, Through Space and Time.

We thank you for you taking time out of your busy

schedules to share some out-of-this-world programming

this evening. If this is your first time experiencing the FSO,
we certainly hope that you would consider coming again.

Spring is a busy time of year for everyone, including the FSO! Plans for the 2025-26
are shaping up and it looks to be an exciting season for the orchestra and chorale.
The Summer Concert Series is also developing with two full orchestra concerts and
our Around Town Tour with our small ensembles. Watch for the announcement for
this summer!

In addition, after an absence of six years, we are planning our annual May Gala
Fundraising Event! This year's event is called Symphony in Bloom and will be a
garden party in and around the beautiful spring setting at the McBride Arboretum
and Cedar Point Building at BGSU Firelands. We'll also be joined by some of the
musicians of the FSO, who will entertain during the cocktail hour and socialize with
us at dinner! Details can be found at www.firelandssymphony.com/bloom.

While traditionally April is the end of our season, we have one more concert for this
season and it will take place on Saturday, May 24, 2025 with the amazingly talented
violinist Andrés Cardenes. We certainly hope you can join us.

Again, thank you for coming and we hope you enjoy this evening's program.

Ron Brooker, FSO Executive Director


http://www.firelandssymphony.com/bloom
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POPIUM NOTES

The Firelands Symphony is proud to welcome astronaut
Gregory H. Johnson to participate in our salute to NASA
entitled “Through Space and Time."

A former NASA astronaut and a retired colonel in the United

States Air Force, Johnson is a veteran of two space flights,
STS-123 and STS-134. He served as pilot on his first mission, which delivered the
Kibo logistics module and the Dextre robot arm to the International Space Station.
For our concert, he will serve as narrator for Peter Nero's Voyage into Space and
also relate his personal experiences in space.

Included in our performance will be stunning videos taken from outer space
supplied by NASA Glenn to accompany several of our musical selections.

Keeping with our theme, Firelands Symphony favorite Connor Bogart O'Brien will be
singing Bring Him Home and Stars from Les Miserables, The Impossible Dream from

Man of La Mancha, and Into the Fire from The Scarlett Pimpernel.

We'll also be performing The Flintstones Meet the Jetsons, Themes from Star Trek,
and I'll play Stardust on my blue clarinet.

So fasten your seatbelts and prepare for an “out of this world” performance by the
Firelands Symphony Orchestral

Carl Topilow, Music Director and Conductor



TOPILOW

During Carl Topilow’s tenure as the Firelands
Symphony Orchestra’s Music Director and
Conductor, the orchestra has seen a dramatic
improvement in the orchestra’s quality, a
significant rise in subscriptions and the
appearance of world class soloists to our stage.

In addition to his work with the FSO, Topilow is Founding Conductor of
the Cleveland Pops Orchestra, Conductor Laureate of the National
Repertory Orchestra, a summer festival in Breckenridge, Colorado, and
was named Faculty Emeritus at the Cleveland Institute of Music. He
has served as principal pops conductor of the Toledo Symphony
Orchestra, the Southwest Florida Symphony Orchestra, and the
Mansfield Symphony Orchestra.

Topilow has performed as guest conductor with 132 different
orchestras in 37 states and 12 foreign countries. This year, he will be
hosting his fourth conducting workshop in Cleveland.

Topilow's wife Shirley is President and CEO of the Cleveland Pops
Orchestra. Their daughter Emily is a marketing associate with the
Cleveland Clinic, and their daughter Jenny is a violinist with the
Charlotte Symphony Orchestra.

Carl's book, The Orchestral Conductor’s Career Handbook published by
Rowman and Littlefield, is now available through www.carltopilow.com
and www.rowman.com.



http://www.carltopilow.com/
https://rowman.com/

Lessons start at

$22

per session!

DRIVATE MUSIC LESSONS

Affordable lessons for people of all ages, taught by experienced
musical instructors in our state-of-the-art facilities on the BGSU
Firelands campus in Huron!

VOICE
PIANO
GUITAR
TUWHQN VIOLIN
CELLO
asSIST ANCE FLUTE
TRUMPET
R TROMBONE
avan® SAXOPHONE
CLARINET
THEORY

NOW ACCEPTING STUDENTS FOR
INTERMEDIATE TO ADVANCED PIANO!

3 For registration or more information, visit:

FirelandsSymphony.com/School



https://www.firelandssymphony.com/school/
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GUEST ARTISTS

GREGORY H. JOHNSON
GUEST NARRATOR

Gregory H. Johnson (Colonel, USAF, Ret.) served as a

NASA Astronaut (1998-2013). He logged over 34 days in

space piloting two space shuttle missions supporting

construction and operations of the International Space
Station. A 1994 graduate of the USAF Test Pilot School, Johnson has flown over 5,000 flight
hours in more than 50 different aircraft including 61 combat missions over two deployments
in the Middle East.

Col. Johnson was born in South Ruislip, Middlesex, United Kingdom, but considers Fairborn,
Ohio, and Traverse City, Michigan, his hometowns. In 1980, Johnson graduated from Park
Hills High School in Fairborn, Ohio. He received his Bachelor of Science in Aeronautical
Engineering from the U.S. Air Force Academy in 1984 and his Masters in Science in Flight
Structures Engineering from Columbia University in 1985. In 2005, Johnson received his
Masters of Business Administration from the University of Texas (Austin). After retiring from
the Air Force and NASA he served as Executive Director, CASIS (Center for the
Advancement of Science in Space). Johnson currently serves as a test pilot for the
Lockheed Martin Corporation in Fort Worth, TX.

SPONSORED BY:

DEBRA J. FABER-CAILOR
AND ROBERT CAILOR


https://greatersandusky.com/

GUEST ARTISTS

CONNOR BOGART O'BRIEN
GUEST VOCALIST

Connor grew up as a classical violinist before ultimately

studying vocal performance/opera at the Eastman School

of Music in New York. During his time at Eastman, he was

also accepted into the nationally ranked male acappella
group, The University of Rochester Yellowjackets, (as seen on NBC's "The Sing Off") as a
featured soloist.

In the years since, Connor has been a soloist with the National Repertory Orchestra, The
Detroit Symphony Orchestra, The Southeast Texas Symphony, The New Haven Symphony,
The Firelands Symphony, The Rochester Philharmonic, The Akron Symphony, The Cleveland
Pops, The Charlotte Symphony, The Fort Worth Symphony and the Cleveland Orchestra. He
also starred on The History Channel's Shifting Gears, and has served as executive music
supervisor and composer to The Discovery Channel for their series, The Kustomizer. As a
songwriter, several of his original songs have been featured on national television, including
ABC's "Days of Our Lives" and MTV's, "The Hills", and the WB's “Roswell".

"Inside Out", the lead single from his self-titled first album, vaulted to the number one radio
position in France, and held the position for several weeks. Two fulHength albums followed,
which led to performing as the opening act on over 20 national tours. Including Jim
Brickman, Ashlee Simpson, Huey Lewis and The News, Edwin McCain, Richard Marx, Rick
Springfield, Hall & Oates, and Mariah Carey.

Connor can currently be heard behind the scenes as Artistic Director of “Shining Star CLE” at
Playhouse Square, former Director of the Akron Civic All City Musical, as well as singing and
recording jingles for companies such as Hasbro Toys and American Greetings. He has also
been seen in over 32 countries worldwide as a headlining act on Princess, Holland America,
Celebrity and Royal Caribbean cruise lines with his headlining vocal show available in both
English and Mandarin Chinese. Learn more at www.connorbogart.com



https://connorbogart.com/
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We proudly
support the arts!

Morgan Realty

Weic h | Morga

dependently Owned and Operated

www.MorganRealtyGroup.com

100 S. Jefferson St. 232 Jackson St., Ste. 108
Port Clinton, OH 43452 Sandusky, OH 44870
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CONCERT PROGRAM

Through Space & Time | April 12, 2025

The Firelands Symphony Orchestra

Carl Topilow, Music Director & Conductor
Dean Buck, Conducting Assistant

Guest Artists: Connor Bogart O'Brien, vocalist | Colonel Greg Johnson, narrator

Also sprach Zarathustra: Introduction....................ccccooeveennuunce.. Richard Strauss
“O Fortuna” from Carmina BUrana..........................coeeeeemeeevemerreesserersennens Carl Orff
TheMission Theme...............coooeeiecenereeeeeees s John Williams
“Into the Fire” from The Scarlet Pimpemel.......................... Frank Wildhomn
Connor Bogart O'Brien, vocalist
The Flintstones Meetthe Jetsons..................ooonveerreecnnneee arr. Robert Wendel
“Stars” from Les Misérables..........................u..... Claude-Michel Schonberg
Voyage INtO SPACE...............corerieree ettt sssssasssasssenes Peter Nero
Colonel Greg Johnson, narrator
INTERMISSION
Adventures on EarthfromE.T..............coeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e, John Williams
MusicfromApollo 13...................cooeeeeerreeerreees James Horner, arr. John Moss
“Across the Stars” from Attack of the Clones................................... John Williams
Introduction by Colonel Greg Johnson
“The Impossible Dream” from The Man of La Mancha..................... Mitch Leigh
Connor Bogart O'Brien, vocalist
Stardust...............ccoorvveemnrieeeece e Hoagy Carmichael, arr. Paul Ferguson
Carl Topilow, clarinet
“Bring Him Home” from Les Misérables...................... Claude-Michel Schonberg
Connor Bogart O'Brien, vocalist
Star Trek ThroughtheYears.................rcceeeneeeesers arr. Calvin Custer
“The Imperial March” from The Empire Strikes Back..................... John Williams

ThemefromSuperman..................oreeecomrersnnsrscsnneeiisesssssenas John Williams





https://www.bgsu.edu/firelands/admissions/apply.html?short=firelands%2Fapply
https://www.morrisfinancialservicesllc.com/
https://www.buckeyebroadband.com/
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ORCHESTRA MUSICIANS

Carl Topilow, Music Director & Conductor
Podium Sponsor: The Goff Family, in memory of Donal Goff

VIOLIN |

Ron Brooker, Concertmaster
Concertmaster Sponsor:
Laurence & Karen Bettcher Foundation

Yaryna Tsarynska
Section Sponsor: Paul & Michelle Elli

Priscilla Eva
Patrick Desrosiers
Haejin Kim
Emma Johnson
John Williams
Olivia Molina
VIOLIN Il
Wendy Hayberger

Liesl Hook-Langmack
Section Sponsor: Bill & Alice Springer

~ Laoise Matsumoto
Section Sponsor: Tessa Steinemann

Rebecca Rhoades
Antonia Suarez Gomez

Qiye Li

Mﬁmm a Mwsician ?%Mz/j

VIOLA
Rosalind Soltow

Principal Sponsor:
Geoff & Nike Mendenhall
Jacob Campbell
Kate Mackenzie
Hanna Manning
Simon Schlenker
D'aci Knight
CELLO

Nataliya Pshenychna
Principal Sponsor:
George & Jamie Steinemann,
In honor of Ann Voight

Mingyao Zhao
Section Sponsor: Jim & Stacey Hartley

Gayle Klaber

Brian Shifflet
Section Sponsor: Larry & Jamie Fletcher

Madeleine Hearn
James McDermott

BASS

Eric Farnan
Principal Sponsor:
Larry & April McCormack
Patricia Johnston

Tom Flowers

@) firelandssymphony.com/chair-sponsors
> 419.621.4800



https://www.firelandssymphony.com/chair-sponsors/
tel:4196214800
https://www.firelandssymphony.com/chair-sponsors/
https://www.firelandssymphony.com/chair-sponsors/
tel:4196214800

ORCHESTRA MUSICIANS

FLUTE
Kimberly Zaleski

Zoe Stier

Jody Chaffee
Section Sponsor: John & Lisa Felter

PICCOLO

Jody Chaffee
Principal Sponsor:
Geoff & Nike Mendenhall

OBOE/ENGLISH HORN

Jesse Martin
Principal Sponsor:
Daryl & Joyce Deering

Michael Rueda

CLARINET

Greg Hamilton
Principal Sponsor:
David & Ann Voight

Rebecca Bain
BASSOON
Mackenzie Brauns

Kathy Stockmaster
Section Sponsor: Karen Young

HORN
Greg Hillis

Ben Reidhead
Section Sponsor: David & Cathy Wobser

Rebecca McGown

Van Parker

TRUMPET

Loren Toplitz
Principal Sponsor:
John & Nanette Frankel

Amanda Bekeny
Ted Clark

TROMBONE

Adam Reardon
Principal Sponsor:
David & Jacquelyn Clark Fund

Alex Karstedt

BASS TROMBONE
Devin Roark

TUBA

J.c. Sherman
Principal Sponsor:
Forte Music, Ed & Jeanine Adams

TIMPANI
Andrew Pongracz

PERCUSSION
Tim Hampton

Liam Smith

Drew Andreatta

HARP

Emily Laurance
Principal Sponsor:
Daniel & Laura Keller

PIANO

David Robison
Principal Sponsor:
Michael F. Heydinger,

In memory of Dolores Heydinger





https://www.sawmillcreekresort.com/

THANK YOUI

Jordan Stutzman & Huron High School Band
Will Kish & Norwalk High School Band
Robyn Rogers & Ermsthausen Performing Arts Center
NASA Glenn Research Center
NASA Armstrong Test Facility
David DeFelice & Apollos Communications LLC
Peter Nero
Cleveland Pops Orchestra
Great Lakes Audio Visual
Sawmiill Creek Resort Managers & Staff
Volunteers from the FSO Board of Directors
Volunteer ushers from Sandusky State Theatre


http://www.theateamsellshomes.net/



https://www.wickenslaw.com/
https://www.trusttusing.com/
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Maestro ($2,500+)
Laurence and Karen Bettcher
Foundation
The Goff Family - In memory of
Donal Goff
Michael Heydinger - In memory of
Dolores Heydinger
Don and Christin Wostmann
Charitable Fund

Symphony ($1,000-$2,499)
Linda Armstrong
David and Jacquelyn Clark
Charitable Foundation
Bud Ennis
Larry and Jamie Fletcher

Forte Music

Ryan and Amanda Garman
Jerry and Shannon Guerra
Margaret Guerra

Margaret Kahler

Daniel and Laura Keller

Larry and April McCormack
Geoffrey and Nike Mendenhall
William Shannon

George and Jamie Steinemann - In
honor of Ann Voight

Carl Topilow and Shirley
Morgenstern

David and Ann Voight

Concerto ($500-5999)
Marcia Braun
Breckenridge Kitchen
Equipment & Designs
Raymond and Marjorie Chapin
Marianne Coburn and Randall Harris
Ronald and Carolyn Cull
Jon and Joyce Ditz
Carole Dreffer
Paul and Michelle Elli
The Fair Publishing House
John and Lisa Felter
Great Lakes Audio Visual
Carl Hanson
Bob and Cindy Hare
Jim and Stacey Hartley

Re-Max - Linda Armstrong

SecureSight
Donald and Miriam Tommas

UBS Financial Services

David and Cathy Wobser
Arthur and Carol Wolfe

Overture ($250-$499)
Joe and Phyllis Bransky
Joanne Braun
In memory of Val Bressler
Ruth Brink
Doug and Karen Brown
Custom Window & Door Co.
Joe Dandurand
Susan Daniel
Jerold and Ruth Earl
Tom and Marilyn Forster

Terry and Judith Graham - In honor
of Ron Brooker

Richard Guendelsberger

Nanette Gus - in honor of BettyAnn
& Herbert Guss

Pam Holzaepfel

Ted and Carol Homberger

Larry Hummel

Peg Kingsley

Deann McKillips

-in memory of Nancy Rossi

Jim and Cathy Platte

Chuck and Carolyn Rainger

Rev. Pamela Sayre

Martin and Sandra Stites

Lois and Jan TerVeen

Kevin and Denise Trares

Craig and Lisa Tyler

John and Sally Wheeler

Interlude ($150-$249)
Mary C. Baker and Janet Albert
Mary A. Bauer
Nella Biller
Marsha S. Bordner
Elizabeth Brand
George and JoAnn Bryan - in honor
of Jody Chaffee
Jeanne Cramer
Eric and Ann Dudenhoefer
Marilyn Harshman - in memory of
Max Harshman
Dee and Tom Hartley
Ben and Bonnie Lindsley

John and Diane McNutt

Judy Mosher

Yogi and Donna Nagel

Patricia Norcutt

Christopher and Cheryl Petersen
Neal and Nancy Sabino

Debbie Seaman

Carol Steuk

Tad and Martha Swan

Sonata (up to $149)

Aha! Creative

Janet Albert

Nick and Lee Alexakos

Michael and Donna Reese Allen
James A. Andrews

Kathy Archibald

Tim and Kathy Armstrong

Merle and Joanne Arndt
Lauretta Bain - In honor of Rebecca
Bain

Phil and Margaret Barbour - In
honor of Ron Brooker

Dan and Mary Bauer

Melinda Beatty

Glenda Bennice

Ann Bingham

Emily Brown

Michale and Pamela Brumbaugh
Joey Butcher

Linda Carino

Richard Celek

Gerald Ceranowski

Jean Chaffee - in honor of Jody
Chaffee

Dennis Claxton

Sue Cloak - In memory of Rita
Coffman

Richard and Barbara Collingwood
Laura Conley

Gregory and Amanda Cook - in
memory of loved ones

David R. Cooksey - In Memory of
Roland and Jo Cooksey

Donald and Lonna Cope

Judith Corso - In memory of Jimm
Corso


https://shopfortemusic.com/
https://breckenridgekitchen.com/
https://breckenridgekitchen.com/
https://www.fairpublishing.com/
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https://securesight.co/
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http://www.customwindowinc.com/
https://aha-creative.com/
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Sonata, cont. (up to $149)

Patricia Custer

- In memory of Jim Wresche
Paul and Alea Dahnke

Jim and Jane Delahunt
John Doller

Charlie and Lori Doyle

Jim and Diane Dudenhoefer
Michael Kelly Dunn

David Eastlake

James A. Eiting

Ralph Enstad

Ned Faust

Mary Foland

Lynn Fortman

Laura Georgia

Nick and Kelly Georgiafandis
Kacie Geretz

John and Mary Jane Gibson
Jann Graham Glann

Robert Grunder

Marlene Gulas

Marian Hancy

Susan Hein

Chad Hepp

Nancy Humphrey

Connie K. Kendrick

Kay Kersey

Timothy Kiedrowski

Donald and Jeri Klopfenstein - In
honor of Sari Kelley

Larry and Loretta Koepp
David and Cheryl Kriska
Sue Lindsley

James and Phyllis Lipp
Dean and Jane Lucal

Mike and Wanda Lyons

Lura Magi

Bill and Lee Marsh

David and Joan Mayo

Sue McFee

Carl and Ann McGookey - In honor
of Alice Weiss

Dru and Tahnee Meredith

Karen Mork - in memory of Jeffery
Mork

Chris and Marsha Mruk

Jim and Lois Myers

Skip and Rita Myers

Keith and Louise Newton

Nancy Opper

Thomas and Diane Orihel

John and Marilyn Parker

Patty D. Pascoe

Edwin Pawlowski - In memory of
Cheryl Pawlowski

S. Baird Pfahl

Dorothy Pickering

George and Michele Poulos
Michael and Sarah Prout
Deborah Lynn Randall

Bob and Michelle Reardon
Chuck and Mary Reiter

Bob and Brenda Rice

Ned and Gail Riedy

Ron and Karen Rude

Joseph and Andrea Scheingross
John and Lori Schlessman - In
honor of Ann Voight

Jean Schultz

Cheryl Schwieterman and Fred Ray
Rev. Edgar Shelly

Maxwell and Bonita Shoff
Scott Shumaker

James and Judy Smith
Thomas and Geralyn Smith
Bob and Martha Speers
Michael and Joann Spisak
Bill and Alice Springer

Tessa Steinemann- Drouhard
Gary and Shari Stausbaugh
Jacquelyn Streng

David and Patsy Subcasky
Robert and Donna Swackhamer
Jerry and JoAnn Taylor - In memory
of our parents

Ronald and Marilyn Toplitz
Thomas and Dianne Tucker
Read and Lynda Wakefield
Grant and Elizabeth Walls
Jobe and Debra Westerfelt
Jean E. Wieber

Judy Williams

Steve and Katie Wobser
John and Stephanie Wolf
Gene and Sandra Wright
Christine Yochem

Michelle Young

- In memory of Dad Young
DeEtte Zimmerman



2024-2025
Annual Fund Campaign

gL &

8 full orchestra concerts with attendance of 5,056

2 with orchestra, and 4 solo concerts with attendance of 1,686

44 various local performances with attendance of 1,448

programs in 12 school districts seeing 5,339 students

Make a gift online at:

R FirelandsSymphony.com/Support

Your gift may be tax-deductible. The Firelands Symphony Orchestra is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization. Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.


https://firelandssymphony.com/support
https://www.firelandssymphony.com/support/
https://www.firelandssymphony.com/support/



https://www.lightwaveentertainment.com/
https://www.greatlakesaudiovisual.com/

BOARD OIF DIRECTORS

Nike Mendenhall President
Stacey Hartley Vice President
Lisa Fetter Secretary
Brian Shifflet Musician's Representative
Jacqueline Andrzejewski Director
Alexandria Balduff Director
Elisabeth Brand Director
Dr. Marcia Braun Director
Charlie Doyle Director
Larry Fletcher Director
Ryan J. Garman Director
Kacie Geretz Director
Dr. Lary McCormack Director
Zachary Meyers Director
Alice Springer Director
Dr. Lata Stefano Director
Ann Voight Director

Call TOPIHOW. ..o Music Director & Conductor
DEANBUCK........cooueeeuumeasssssssssssssssessesesseseeseseseeeessessessessssesses s Assistant Conductor
IICNAEI SNITLZ...ccce s ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnns Chorale Director
RONBIOOKE...........coovvvvemanneneeneeeseeeesssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssmsssssssssessssssses Executive Director
NG BISNOP.....ccccuuuummmmmmmmmmssassasssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssee Director of Operations
JOAY ChAffEE.....ooooe e eerevnsnneneee e ssssssssssssssssssssssss s sssens Education-Outreach Director,

Personnel Manager & Librarian
Jacob Campbell..................ooeeeceereeeeeeeeeeeeseseseeeeeeeeessesssssssssssseesses Education-Outreach Instructor
TRACY ENCEIIE.....eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee s ssssssssnees Bookkeeper

Brandon WUIGESS.........cccuuuuuuummmmmmmmmmssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss s Marketing Director
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