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Hello and welcome to the FSO Chorale’s
presentation of the Fauré Requiem! 

We are delighted that you’re here and hope that
you enjoy the afternoon’s music. We are just two 

weeks removed from the chorale’s amazing performance of
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 and there is a very distinct difference
in the way one sings Beethoven versus Fauré, as you will see. The
chorale has worked very hard these last two weeks and I’m sure you
will be delighted with their efforts.

We wish to thank our hosts, St. Mary’s Catholic Church, and their
Music Director, Tim Claubaugh, for allowing us to present our
concert this afternoon. 

The next FSO concert will be next Saturday, April 12, 2025, when we
present Through Time and Space, featuring vocalist Connor Bogart
O’Brien and retired astronaut Gregory H. Johnson. Tickets are still
available – call our box office at 419-621-4800.

Ron Brooker, FSO Executive Director

WELCOMEWELCOME
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For registration or more information, visit:
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Thank you for joining us as we move into the season of Spring, which often reflects a time of renewal
and freshness, providing hope even if the world seems like an unsure place. The dreariness of winter
fades as gardens begin to bloom, the breeze of the lake is warmed with sunlight, and blue skies take
over the gray blanket that stretched above us since the fall. With spring being so much a time of renewal
and celebrating life, why perform a requiem? 
 

Fauré’s Requiem is different. It isn’t a dramatic setting of “Dies Irae,” the Day of Wrath or Judgment we
find as a focal point in other composers' requiems. Fauré hardly refers to the idea. He is focused more
on the freeing of the spirit, the release of one’s hardships to explore and examine one’s faith, and the gift
of eternal rest. We don’t know Fauré’s original intent for writing the Requiem, albeit speculation
surrounds the passing of his parents. But unlike most major works, this was with no commission and
written and rewritten over a span of 15 years (1887-1902) creating many different published versions.
So many, that often in the music world when we discuss Faure’s Requiem, we need to clarify which
dated version? (We are doing the 1893 version for those curious.) 
 

Originally called a Petit Requiem in 1887, Fauré’s original version was scored for a choir, solo violin and
chamber orchestra of violas, cellos and basses, harp, timpani and organ. Only writing with the lower
strings emphasizes the tender consoling landscape of the piece. In his 1893, he made several additions
with the Offertoire and Libera me, which originally were compositions form his other projects, and added
the bassoons, horns and trumpets. Later versions published asked him to create arrangements for full
orchestra. But, in the latter half of the 20th Century, scholars such as composer John Rutter worked to
reconstruct Fauré’s original 1893 orchestration to be the closest to Fauré’s original intent.
 

While many may not think of Fauré’s Requiem with household notoriety as a Mozart or Verdi requiem,
his beautiful themes from several of the movements like Sanctus, Agnus Dei, Paradisum, and the crystal
melody of the soprano solo’s Pie Jesu have been used in cinema, stand-alone concert pieces, and
church music for over a century. It is with this compositional intention and beauty that Fauré’s Requiem
has been called “a lullaby of death.” As he said he sees it “as a happy deliverance, an aspiration towards
happiness above, rather than as a painful experience.” 
 

While Fauré’s Requiem is a musical mass in remembrance of the dead, like our performance last year of
Dan Forrest’s Requiem for the Living, this piece is really written to comfort those of us left behind hearing
the work, providing us the opportunity to listen, reflect, remember, and let go of our inner most turmoil, if
even for just a few moments, to the healing power and peace found in the magic of the music. 

Michael Shirtz, Chorale Director and Conductor

PODIUM NOTESPODIUM NOTES



Michael Shirtz is a performer, educator, composer, and
conductor, known for his versatility with jazz, contemporary,
and classical music. Credited as a “songsmith,” his vocals
and arrangements feature jazz and singer-songwriter styles
into his performances as both a solo artist and with his group,
the Michael Shirtz Quartet. He has worked with such artists
as Melissa Manchester, Evelyn Wright, and as music director
for Maureen McGovern, among others. As an artist Shirtz is
affiliatedaffiliated with the Prima Music Foundation and the Musical Theatre Project. His shows

include tributes to legendary artists in "As We've Learned It," "In Finding Faith," and his
"Blue Skies" show and album released in 2018. 

With a passion for fostering creativity and collaboration, Shirtz has emerged as a
respected figure in both the jazz and choral communities as a conductor and educator.
Shirtz has directed educational, theatre, masterworks, and pops music productions for
choral, symphonic, and festival organizations. As a producer he has served with Tri-C
JazzFest Cleveland, Jazz@8 Series, Jazz Education Network, and jazz in schools initiative.
Shirtz is a music director for Lakeside Chautauqua and conductor of the Symphony
Chorale with the Firelands Symphony Orchestra. He has written compositions for jazz,
choir, theater, and extended works such as the cantata The Solemn Blessings, the musical
Headliner, and To Rise Above: A Journey of a Tuskegee Airman. 
 
Shirtz currently serves on faculty with The Ohio State University School of Music where he
teaches applied voice, studio, and jazz voice. He has served on the faculties of Capital
University, Heidelberg University, director-in-residence at Pellissippi State-Knoxville, and
Terra State Community College where he held the positions of lead faculty and dean.
Shirtz is a member of ASCAP, American Choral Directors Association, African American
Jazz Caucus, and the National Association of Teachers of Singing. Shirtz received a
Bachelor of Music in Jazz Studies from Capital University and Master of Music in
Conducting from California State University, Los Angeles.

MICHAEL SHIRTZMICHAEL SHIRTZ

https://www.michaelshirtz.com/music
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CONCERT PROGRAMCONCERT PROGRAM
Fauré Requiem | April 6, 2025

The Firelands Symphony Orchestra Chorale & Chamber Orchestra
Michael Shirtz, Chorale Director

I. Introit & Kyrie
Translation from Latin text:
Rest eternal grant them, O Lord, and may light perpetual shine on them. 
A hymn becomes Thee, God in Zion, and to Thee a vow shall be paid in Jerusalem; 
Hear my prayer, to Thee all flesh shall come.

Lord have mercy.
Christ have mercy.
Lord have mercy.

II. Offertoire (Offertory)
Ron Blake, baritone solo

O Lord Jesus Christ, King of glory, deliver the souls of the departed from the pains of hell and from the deep pit. O Lord Jesus Christ,
King of glory, deliver the souls of the departed from the lion's mouth that hell does not engulf them. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, King of glory, may they not fall into darkness.

Sacrifices and prayers to Thee, O Lord, with praise, we offer; do Thou accept for those souls whom this day we commemorate.

Make them, O Lord, from death to pass to life, which Thou once promised to Abraham. O Lord Jesus Christ, King of glory, deliver the
souls of the departed from the pains of hell and from the deep pit. May they not fall into darkness. Amen.

III. Sanctus
Holy, Lord God of hosts. 
Full are the heavens and the earth of Thy glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.

IV. Pie Jesu
Melissa Cullen, soprano solo

Blessed Lord Jesus, grant them rest. 
Grant them eternal rest.

V. Agnus Dei
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world: 
 grant them rest, eternal rest.
May light eternal shine upon them, 
 O Lord, with Thy saints forever, 
 for Thou art merciful.
Rest eternal give to them, O Lord, 
 and let light perpetual shine upon them.

REQUIEM, op. 48………………………………………………………………….....Gabriel Fauré (1845-1924)

VI. Libera me
Warren Brown, baritone solo

Deliver me, O Lord, from eternal death on that dreadful day, 
 when the heavens move and the earth, 
 while Thou shalt come to judge the world by fire.

I tremble and fear for the reckoning will come, and wrath befall, 
 when the heavens and earth are moved. 
That day, day of wrath, of calamity and misery. 
 That day, a great day and most bitter. 
Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord, 
 and let light perpetual shine upon them.



Deliver me, O Lord, from death eternal on that dreadful day 
 when the heavens and earth are moved, 
 and Thou shalt come to judge the world by fire.

VII. In Paradisum
Into Paradise may the angels lead thee, 
 at thy coming may the martyrs 
 receive thee and bring thee into the holy city Jerusalem. 
May the chorus of angels receive thee, 
 and with Lazarus, once a beggar, 
 may thou have eternal rest.

To sit and dream, to sit and read, to sit and learn about the world. 
Out of world of here and now, out of the world, our problem world. 
Outside the world of here and now, our problem world.
To dream of vast horizons of the soul, of dreams made whole,
Unfettered, free, help me, help me, all you who are dreamers too.
Help me make our world anew, I reach out my hand to you. 
To sit and dream, to sit and read, to sit and learn about the world. 
To sit and dream.

To Sit and Dream…..……………………............……………Langston Hughes & Rosephanye Powell

Come with me and you’ll be in a world of pure imagination,
 Take a look and you'll see into your imagination.
We'll begin with a spin traveling in the world of my creation
 What we'll see will defy explanation.

If you want to view paradise, simply look around and view it.
 Anything you want to, do it, want to change the world?
 There's nothing to it.
There is no life, I know to compare with pure imagination
 Living there, you'll be free, if you truly wish to be.

Pure Imagination………………………................……………………………Bricuss & Newly, arr. Nielson

~ PAUSE ~

I plant you a garden and tend it with care; 
the beauty that grows there is far beyond compare. 
So, I send you this wish with all of my heart
that its joy blooms forever, never to depart. 
I plant you a garden and tend it with love, 
As warm light and gentle rains nurture from above. 

May the compass of color that enlivens the day, 
cheer you, be near you, when darkness drifts your way.
I plant you a garden, an acre or more, 
that brightens and blesses what life holds in store. 

May it bring you and sing you its hope-healing song, 
the music that follows you all your life long. 
Come sit for a while and with peace be renewed, 
in my garden, prepared for you. 
I plant you a garden

I Plant You a Garden…………………………………………………....................……….…………Lee & Gilpin

Sing unto the Lord a new song.
 Sing unto the Lord all the earth
 Declare His glory among the nations.
 Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord.

Magnify the Lord with me and exalt His name together
 Hallelujah, bless His name for He is worthy to be praised.
 Clap your hands all ye people. Shout with the voice of triumph!
 For the Mighty Lord is great and greatly to be praised.
 Let everything that than breath praise the Lord.

Come on and praise the Lord Let’s all praise His name.
 Give him the highest praise. Praise Him, the Lord
 Praise Him with the timbrel, praise him with the dance.
 Stand up on your feet and just lift up holy hands.
 Sing “Hallelujah” Praise His holy name.
 For the Lord is worthy to be praised. Let’s praise the Lord.

Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord.
 You ought to praise Him!

Let Everything That Hath Breath………………………………………...............……….……Jeffrey Ames
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CHORALE VOCALISTSCHORALE VOCALISTS
Michael Shirtz, Chorale Director & Conductor | Wendy Brown, Accompanist

SOPRANO
Karen Bacni

Mindy Bahnsen
Connie Carnicom

Melissa Cullen
Stacey Depner
Betsy Dupler
Fiona Floyd
Mary Foland

Marilyn Forster
Susan Fritz

Bev Hart
Megan Kaufman
Lindsey Lemons
Glenda Lindquist

Cynthia Mira
Carol Phillips

Tina Showalter
Beth Westphal

Victoria Wheeler
Kelly Wonder
Angela Young

ALTO
Deb Agee
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Patricia Breault
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Karen Gerold
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Emily Griggs
Alyna Hinsch
Judy Hoffman

Sari Kelley
Cynthia Klein
Brenda Knipp

Kayla Loudenslager
Deb Lovins

Hannah Mathias
Beverly Mendoza
Deborah Randall

Yvette Rash
Fonda Robinson

Heidi Sarvis-Sapp
Olga Trumpower
Carrie Jo Wahl

TENOR
Ron Brooker
Curtis Brown
Jayson Elliott
Carol Fleming

Larry McCormack
Robin Mygrant
Jim Obergefell
Pamela Sayre

William Shannon
Fritz Shepperd

Sandy Spayd-Kilko
Tom Thorbahn

Marianne Weaver

BASS
Ron Blake

Mark Bogen
Warren Brown

Lou Engler
Joey Fox

Ellen Hanck
Jack Hubbard
Dave Kocsis

Nathan Loudenslager
Rick Noderer

Chris Petersen
Guy Thiboutot



CHAMBER ORCHESTRACHAMBER ORCHESTRA

VIOLIN SOLOIST
Ron Brooker, Concertmaster

 VIOLA I
Jacob Campbell

Breanna Lang

Kate Mackenzie

Liam Young-Skeen

VIOLA II
Eva Mondragon

Victoria Goettel

Simon Schlenker

Jerri Lou Lugo

CELLO I
Nataliya Pshenychna

Brian Shifflet

Jeff Singler

CELLO II
Gayle Klaber

Peter O’Malley

Madeleine Hearn

BASS
Steven Brija

Rachel Kost

Tom Flowers

HORN
Ben Reidhead

Rebecca McGown

HARP
Emily Laurance

ORGAN
Wendy Brown
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Tim Claubaugh & St. Mary’s Catholic Church

Pastor Pamela Sayre & Huron United Methodist Church

Robyn Rogers & Ernsthausen Performing Arts Center

Volunteers from the FSO Board of Directors

Volunteer ushers from Sandusky State Theatre

THANK YOU!THANK YOU!
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Maestro ($2,500+)
Laurence and Karen Bettcher
Foundation
The Goff Family - In memory of
Donal Goff
Michael Heydinger - In memory of
Dolores Heydinger
Don and Christin Wostmann
Charitable Fund

Symphony ($1,000-$2,499)
Linda Armstrong
David and Jacquelyn Clark
Charitable Foundation
Bud Ennis
Larry and Jamie Fletcher

Forte Music
Ryan and Amanda Garman
Jerry and Shannon Guerra
Margaret Guerra
Margaret Kahler
Daniel and Laura Keller
Larry and April McCormack
Geoffrey and Nike Mendenhall
William Shannon
George and Jamie Steinemann - In
honor of Ann Voight
Carl Topilow and Shirley
Morgenstern
David and Ann Voight

Concerto ($500-$999)
Marcia Braun

Breckenridge Kitchen
Equipment & Designs
Raymond and Marjorie Chapin
Marianne Coburn and Randall Harris
Ronald and Carolyn Cull
Jon and Joyce Ditz
Carole Dreffer
Paul and Michelle Elli

The Fair Publishing House
John and Lisa Felter

Great Lakes Audio Visual
Carl Hanson
Bob and Cindy Hare
Jim and Stacey Hartley

Re-Max - Linda Armstrong
SecureSight
Donald and Miriam Tommas

UBS Financial Services

David and Cathy Wobser
Arthur and Carol Wolfe

Overture ($250-$499)
Joe and Phyllis Bransky
Joanne Braun
In memory of Val Bressler
Ruth Brink
Doug and Karen Brown

Custom Window & Door Co.
Joe Dandurand
Susan Daniel
Jerold and Ruth Earl
Tom and Marilyn Forster
Terry and Judith Graham - In honor
of Ron Brooker
Richard Guendelsberger
Nanette Gus - in honor of BettyAnn
& Herbert Guss
Pam Holzaepfel
Ted and Carol Homberger
Larry Hummel
Peg Kingsley
Deann McKillips
- in memory of Nancy Rossi
Jim and Cathy Platte
Chuck and Carolyn Rainger
Rev. Pamela Sayre
Martin and Sandra Stites
Lois and Jan TerVeen
Kevin and Denise Trares
Craig and Lisa Tyler
John and Sally Wheeler

Interlude ($150-$249)
Mary C. Baker and Janet Albert
Mary A. Bauer
Nella Biller
Marsha S. Bordner
Elizabeth Brand
George and JoAnn Bryan - in honor
of Jody Chaffee
Jeanne Cramer
Eric and Ann Dudenhoefer
Marilyn Harshman - in memory of
Max Harshman
Dee and Tom Hartley
Ben and Bonnie Lindsley

John and Diane McNutt
Judy Mosher
Yogi and Donna Nagel
Patricia Norcutt
Christopher and Cheryl Petersen
Neal and Nancy Sabino
Debbie Seaman
Carol Steuk
Tad and Martha Swan

Sonata (up to $149)
Aha! Creative
Janet Albert
Nick and Lee Alexakos
Michael and Donna Reese Allen
James A. Andrews
Kathy Archibald
Tim and Kathy Armstrong
Merle and Joanne Arndt
Lauretta Bain - In honor of Rebecca
Bain
Phil and Margaret Barbour - In
honor of Ron Brooker
Dan and Mary Bauer
Melinda Beatty
Glenda Bennice
Ann Bingham
Emily Brown
Michale and Pamela Brumbaugh
Joey Butcher
Linda Carino
Richard Celek
Gerald Ceranowski
Jean Chaffee - in honor of Jody
Chaffee
Dennis Claxton
Sue Cloak - In memory of Rita
Coffman
Richard and Barbara Collingwood
Laura Conley
Gregory and Amanda Cook - in
memory of loved ones
David R. Cooksey - In Memory of
Roland and Jo Cooksey
Donald and Lonna Cope
Judith Corso - In memory of Jimm
Corso
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Sonata, cont. (up to $149)
Patricia Custer
- In memory of Jim Wresche
Paul and Alea Dahnke
Jim and Jane Delahunt
John Doller
Charlie and Lori Doyle
Jim and Diane Dudenhoefer
Michael Kelly Dunn
David Eastlake
James A. Eiting
Ralph Enstad
Ned Faust
Mary Foland
Lynn Fortman
Laura Georgia
Nick and Kelly Georgiafandis
Kacie Geretz
John and Mary Jane Gibson
Jann Graham Glann
Robert Grunder
Marlene Gulas
Marian Hancy
Susan Hein
Chad Hepp
Nancy Humphrey
Connie K. Kendrick
Kay Kersey
Timothy Kiedrowski
Donald and Jeri Klopfenstein - In
honor of Sari Kelley
Larry and Loretta Koepp
David and Cheryl Kriska
Sue Lindsley
James and Phyllis Lipp
Dean and Jane Lucal

Mike and Wanda Lyons
Lura Magi
Bill and Lee Marsh
David and Joan Mayo
Sue McFee
Carl and Ann McGookey - In honor
of Alice Weiss
Dru and Tahnee Meredith
Karen Mork - in memory of Jeffery
Mork
Chris and Marsha Mruk
Jim and Lois Myers
Skip and Rita Myers
Keith and Louise Newton
Nancy Opper
Thomas and Diane Orihel
John and Marilyn Parker
Patty D. Pascoe
Edwin Pawlowski - In memory of
Cheryl Pawlowski
S. Baird Pfahl
Dorothy Pickering
George and Michele Poulos
Michael and Sarah Prout
Deborah Lynn Randall
Bob and Michelle Reardon
Chuck and Mary Reiter
Bob and Brenda Rice
Ned and Gail Riedy
Ron and Karen Rude
Joseph and Andrea Scheingross
John and Lori Schlessman - In
honor of Ann Voight

Jean Schultz
Cheryl Schwieterman and Fred Ray
Rev. Edgar Shelly
Maxwell and Bonita Shoff
Scott Shumaker
James and Judy Smith
Thomas and Geralyn Smith
Bob and Martha Speers
Michael and Joann Spisak
Bill and Alice Springer
Tessa Steinemann- Drouhard
Gary and Shari Stausbaugh
Jacquelyn Streng
David and Patsy Subcasky
Robert and Donna Swackhamer
Jerry and JoAnn Taylor - In memory
of our parents
Ronald and Marilyn Toplitz
Thomas and Dianne Tucker
Read and Lynda Wakefield
Grant and Elizabeth Walls
Jobe and Debra Westerfelt
Jean E. Wieber
Judy Williams
Steve and Katie Wobser
John and Stephanie Wolf
Gene and Sandra Wright
Christine Yochem
Michelle Young
- In memory of Dad Young
DeEtte Zimmerman
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SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA CONCERTS: 8 full orchestra concerts with attendance of 5,056

CHORALE CONCERTS: 2 with orchestra, and 4 solo concerts with attendance of 1,686

SMALL ENSEMBLE GROUPS: 44 various local performances with attendance of 1,448

MUSIC EDUCATION ENGAGMENT: programs in 12 school districts seeing 5,339 students

2024-2025

Annual Fund Campaign
2024-2025

Annual Fund Campaign

Make a gift online at:
FirelandsSymphony.com/Support

13,529 +13,529 +
LIVES ENRICHED THROUGH MUSIC LAST SEASON WITH YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS!

The Firelands Symphony Orchestra is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization. Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.Your gift may be tax-deductible. 

https://firelandssymphony.com/support
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Ryan J. Garman.............................................................................................................................Director
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Alice Springer.................................................................................................................................Director
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Ann Voight.....................................................................................................................................Director

Carl Topilow.................................................................................................Music Director & Conductor
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Michael Shirtz..................................................................................................................Chorale Director
Ron Brooker..................................................................................................................Executive Director
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Jacob Campbell......................................................................................Education-Outreach Instructor
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2025 SEASON
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