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We welcome Natalie Green as she brings her talents to the stage with a variety of
songs to capture our hearts. We are also blessed to have talented soloists from the
FSO itself: Victor Beyens, Kimberly Zaleski, Emily Laurance, and Julia Simpson as
they add to this evening’s festivities.

We are currently in our Annual Fund Campaign and would like to thank all of you
who have sent in donations to keep this orchestra vibrant. If you haven’t sent your
donation in, we’d love to hear from you. If you didn’t receive a letter, please contact
me or the office and we’ll be sure to get one to you. This is your opportunity to help
continue the highest quality of music and musicians in your community.

Thank you all again for coming and supporting live music and enjoy the show.

Ron Brooker, FSO Executive Director

Good Evening and welcome to Love In The Air! 

We are so happy that you chose to make us a part of your
Valentine’s Weekend. Once again, Maestro Topilow has
woven a tapestry of tunes that will  touch your heart strings
and will have your toes tapping.

WELCOMEWELCOME
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For registration or more information, visit:

Affordable lessons for people of all ages, taught by experienced
musical instructors in our state-of-the-art facilities on the BGSU

Firelands campus in Huron!

Lessons start at 

$22 
per session!

FirelandsSymphony.com/SchoolFirelandsSymphony.com/School
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Now accepting students for 
intermediate to advanced piano!

https://www.firelandssymphony.com/school/
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During Carl Topilow’s tenure as the Firelands
Symphony Orchestra’s Music Director and
Conductor, the orchestra has seen a dramatic
improvement in the orchestra’s quality, a
significant rise in subscriptions and the
appearance of world class soloists to our stage.

In addition to his work with the FSO, Topilow is Founding Conductor of
the Cleveland Pops Orchestra, Conductor Laureate of the National
Repertory Orchestra, a summer festival in Breckenridge, Colorado, and
was named Faculty Emeritus at the Cleveland Institute of Music. He
has served as principal pops conductor of the Toledo Symphony
Orchestra, the Southwest Florida Symphony Orchestra, and the
Mansfield Symphony Orchestra.   
    
Topilow has performed as guest conductor with 132 different
orchestras in 37 states and 12 foreign countries. This year, he will be
hosting his fourth conducting workshop in Cleveland.
           
Topilow’s wife Shirley is President and CEO of the Cleveland Pops
Orchestra. Their daughter Emily is a marketing associate with the
Cleveland Clinic, and their daughter Jenny is a violinist with the
Charlotte Symphony Orchestra.

Carl’s book, The Orchestral Conductor’s Career Handbook published by
Rowman and Littlefield, is now available through www.carltopilow.com
and www.rowman.com.

CARL TOPILOWCARL TOPILOW

http://www.carltopilow.com/
https://rowman.com/


jazz standard, and a song from Hollywood: My Heart Will Go On from Titanic, one of the
most popular love songs ever written. 

We will be featuring four of our orchestra members as soloists: violinist Victor Beyens,
oboist Julia Simpson, flutist Kimberly Zalesky, and harpist Emily Laurance, in several
selections which are sure to create an emotional connection with our audience. 

Two classics often heard at wedding ceremonies are Mendelssohn’s Wedding March from
A Midsummer Night’s Dream and Pachelbel’s Canon. The orchestra will be heard in
Tchaikovsky’s powerful Romeo and Juliet Fantasy Overture and Tara’s Theme from Gone
with the Wind. I’ll be starting the concert with Rodgers and Hart’s My Funny Valentine, which
I’ll play on my red clarinet. 

Giacomo Puccini’s grand opera Turandot includes a fantastic section of music connecting
the two scenes of Act 2 which I’ve adapted and called The Entrance of the Emperor. This
colorful music will be the first performance by the FSO. 

To close the program, all will be invited to sing Harry Warren’s That’s Amore, made famous
by Ohio native Dean Martin. 

We look forward to an evening of beautiful and inspiring music!

Carl Topilow, Music Director and Conductor

We are looking forward to celebrating Valentine’s Day weekend
with a variety of romantic music, from the classics, to
Broadway, to Hollywood, and more! 

Our charming and talented guest vocalist, Natalie Green, will be
making her Firelands Symphony debut with a Broadway song,  a 

PODIUM NOTESPODIUM NOTES
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NATALIE GREEN, VOCALIST

Conservatory of Performing Arts. She is the lead singer & owner of Grand Avenue Band, and
has performed regularly with The Sunrise Jones, Intense and Collision Jazz. She works as
voiceover artist with American Greetings and has appeared as a contestant on American
Idol. As an Equity actor, Natalie has been seen regionally at Dobama Theatre, Ohio
Shakespeare Festival, Cleveland Public Theatre, EJ Thomas Hall, Cleveland Play House,
Pittsburgh Repertory Company, Beck Center for the Arts, and many more.

Natalie Green is delighted to appear onstage with The
Firelands Symphony Orchestra. She has also starred with
Maestro Carl Topilow and the Cleveland Pops Orchestra,
as well as The Cleveland Pops Orchestra Ensemble, where
they headlined the Arts at Altitude Festival in Estes Park,
Colorado. Natalie is a graduate of Point Park University’s 

GUEST ARTISTSGUEST ARTISTS

VICTOR BEYENS, VIOLIN

musicians who perform a variety of repertoire and genres in the Cleveland area. He also
performs many house concerts and private events with M.U.S.i.C. (Musical Upcoming Stars
in the Classics), with which he also serves as a board member. Victor has recently
performed a variety of concerti as a soloist with the Mansfield Symphony, Chagrin Falls
studio orchestra, National Repertory Orchestra, and the Cleveland Institute of Music
Orchestra. He has also performed in the violin sections of the Phoenix Symphony, The
Cleveland Orchestra, Erie Philharmonic, and several others. 

One of Northeast Ohio’s most versatile violinists, Victor
Beyens is currently the concertmaster of the Mansfield
Symphony, as well as assistant concertmaster of the
Firelands Symphony and assistant principal second of the
Cleveland Pops Orchestra. Victor is an active member and
musical/pops arranger for Opus 216, an eclectic group of 



EMILY LAURANCE, HARP

at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music. Her recording credits include Luciano Berio's
Sequenza II on Neuma Records as well as the Squirrel Nut Zippers album Perennial
Favorites, which won the Recording Institute Association of America's Gold Sales award. In
addition to degrees in harp from the Oberlin and the New England Conservatories Dr.
Laurance received her PhD in musicology from the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill, after which she was a postdoctoral fellow at the John W. Kluge Center at the Library of
Congress. 

Cleveland-based harpist Emily Laurance is currently
Principal Harp with the Firelands Symphony, and also
performs frequently with the Erie Philharmonic and many
other Northeast Ohio ensembles. Prior to relocating to
Ohio, she served eight seasons as Principal Harp with the
Stockton (CA) Symphony and was Chair of Music History 

GUEST ARTISTSGUEST ARTISTS

JULIA SIMPSON, OBOE

started her graduate studies at The Cleveland Institute of Music with Frank Rosenwein,
principal oboist of The Cleveland Orchestra. Recently, Ms. Simpson has performed with the
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra and The Cleveland Orchestra—under the baton of John
Adams and Alan Gilbert. Ms. Simpson was a 2022 Spoleto Festival USA Orchestra Fellow,
as well as the Oboe Fellow at the Bowdoin International Music Festival. While in Charleston,
South Carolina for the Spoleto Festival USA, she premiered Omar—a new opera production
by Rhiannon Giddens and Michael Abels that was listed among the “Best Classical Music
Performances of 2022” by the New York Times. 

Julia Simpson, raised in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, is an
orchestral oboist and arts administration professional. Ms.
Simpson graduated with her bachelor's degree from the
Shepherd School of Music at Rice University in Houston,
Texas, where she was a student of Robert Atherholt, retired
principal oboist of the Houston Symphony. She has also 



Runestone." Based in Cleveland, Ms. Zaleski is the Principal Flutist of the Firelands
Symphony Orchestra and Second Flutist with CityMusic Cleveland Chamber Orchestra and
has performed with The Cleveland Orchestra, The Cleveland Pops Orchestra, Erie
Philharmonic, Akron Symphony, Toledo Symphony and many other ensembles throughout
Ohio. Ms. Zaleski was a finalist of both Astral Artists Musical Agency and Carnegie Hall's
Ensemble ACJW Program at The Juilliard School. She holds the distinction of being the first
piccoloist on the nationally broadcast radio show, "From the Top."

KIMBERLY ZALESKI, FLUTE
As the Touring Flutist with 5 Time Grammy Nominee, David
Arkenstone, Kimberly Zaleski has performed throughout
the U.S. Highlights include performances at The Grammy
Museum in Los Angeles, and the Musical Instrument
Museum in Phoenix, Arizona. She can be heard on two of
his newest albums, "Fairy Fantasy" and "Quest for the

GUEST ARTISTSGUEST ARTISTS
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CONCERT PROGRAMCONCERT PROGRAM
Love in the Air | February 15, 2025

Guest Artist: Natalie Green, vocalist

The Firelands Symphony Orchestra
Carl Topilow, Music Director & Conductor
John McLaughlin Williams, Conducting Assistant

My Funny Valentine from Babes in Arms…..……Richard Rodgers & Lorenz Hart
Carl Topilow, clarinet

Wedding March from A Midsummer Night’s Dream.............Felix Mendelssohn
 
Gabriel’s Oboe from The Mission....................................................Ennio Morricone

Julia Simpson, oboe

Concerto for Flute and Harp........................................Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
            II. Andantino

Kimberly Zaleski, flute  |  Emily Laurance, harp

Romeo and Juliet Fantasy Overture..................................Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky

 INTERMISSION

Tara’s Theme from Gone with the Wind.................................................Max Steiner

Tambourin Chinois......................................................................................Fritz Kreisler    
Meditation from Thais.........................................................................Jules Massenet

Victor Beyens, violin

Entrance of the Emperor from Turandot......................................Giacomo Puccini

Gimme Gimme from Thoroughly Modern Millie.............................Jeanine Tesori
The Very Thought of You..........................................Ray Noble, arr. Paul Ferguson
My Heart Will Go On from Titanic........................................................James Horner

Natalie Green, vocalist

Canon...................................................................................................Johann Pachelbel

That’s Amore...............................................................................................Harry Warren 



https://www.bgsu.edu/firelands/admissions/apply.html?short=firelands%2Fapply
https://www.morrisfinancialservicesllc.com/
https://www.buckeyebroadband.com/
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ORCHESTRA MUSICIANSORCHESTRA MUSICIANS

VIOLIN I
Ron Brooker, Concertmaster

Concertmaster Sponsor:
Laurence & Karen Bettcher Foundation

Victor Beyens
Section Sponsor: Paul & Michelle Elli

Priscilla Eva

Yaryna Tsarynska

John Williams

Gabriel Roth

Grace Hofer

Courtney Getzin

 VIOLIN II
Wendy Hayberger

Liesl Hook-Langmack
Section Sponsor: Bill & Alice Springer

Lisa Goldman
Section Sponsor: Tessa Steinemann

Allison Seikmann

Kymeron Carter

VIOLA
Rosalind Soltow

Principal Sponsor:
Geoff & Nike Mendenhall

Jacob Campbell

Eva Mondragon

Nilli Tayidi

Grace Leonard

Simon Schlenker

CELLO
Nataliya Pshenychna

Principal Sponsor:
George & Jamie Steinemann,

In honor of Ann Voight

Brian Shifflet
Section Sponsor: Larry & Jamie Fletcher

Gayle Klaber
Section Sponsor: Jim & Stacey Hartley

Sarah Tindall

Jacqueline Kaminski

BASS
Steven Brija

Principal Sponsor:
Larry & April McCormack

Rachel Kost

Tom Flowers

Carl Topilow, Music Director & Conductor
Podium Sponsor: The Goff Family, in memory of Donal Goff

Sponsor a Musician Chair! firelandssymphony.com/chair-sponsors

419.621.4800

https://www.firelandssymphony.com/chair-sponsors/
tel:4196214800
https://www.firelandssymphony.com/chair-sponsors/
https://www.firelandssymphony.com/chair-sponsors/
tel:4196214800


ORCHESTRA MUSICIANSORCHESTRA MUSICIANS
TRUMPET

Amanda Bekeny
Principal Sponsor:

John & Nanette Frankel

Eric Dina

Jack Schantz

TROMBONE
Adam Reardon

     Principal Sponsor:
     David & Jacquelyn Clark Fund

Brian Griffin

BASS TROMBONE
Devin Roark

TUBA
J.c Sherman

Principal Sponsor:
Forte Music, Ed & Jeanie Adams

TIMPANI
Kirk Georgia

PERCUSSION
Tim Hampton

Bruce Golden

HARP
Emily Laurance

Principal Sponsor:
Daniel & Laura Keller

PIANO
David Robison

Principal Sponsor:
Michael F. Heydinger,

In memory of Dolores Heydinger

FLUTE
Kimberly Zaleski

Jody Chaffee
Section Sponsor: John & Lisa Felter

PICCOLO
Jody Chaffee

Principal Sponsor:
Geoff & Nike Mendenhall

OBOE/ENGLISH HORN
Julia Simpson

Principal Sponsor:
Daryl & Joyce Deering

Sarah Schaeffer

Erin Yun

CLARINET
Thomas Wissler

Principal Sponsor:
David & Ann Voight

Katherine Smith

BASSOON
Jon-Erik Chandler

Declan Messner
Section Sponsor: Karen Young

HORN
Greg Hillis

Van Parker
Section Sponsor: David & Cathy Wobser

Rebecca McGown

Sam Hartman



Adam Reardon & Margaretta High School Band

Ernsthausen Performing Arts Center

The Cleveland Pops Orchestra

Great Lakes Audio Visual

Sweet Pea Flower Truck

Volunteers from the FSO Board of Directors

Volunteer ushers from Sandusky State Theatre

THANK YOU!THANK YOU!

http://www.theateamsellshomes.net/
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Maestro ($2,500+)
Laurence and Karen Bettcher
Foundation
The Goff Family - In memory of
Donal Goff
Michael Heydinger - In memory of
Dolores Heydinger
Don and Christin Wostmann
Charitable Fund

Symphony ($1,000-$2,499)
Linda Armstrong
David and Jacquelyn Clark
Charitable Foundation
Bud Ennis
Larry and Jamie Fletcher

Forte Music
Jerry and Shannon Guerra
Margaret Guerra
Margaret Kahler
Daniel and Laura Keller
Larry and April McCormack
Geoffrey and Nike Mendenhall
William Shannon
George and Jamie Steinemann - In
honor of Ann Voight
Carl Topilow and Shirley
Morgenstern
David and Ann Voight

Concerto ($500-$999)
Marcia Braun

Breckenridge Kitchen
Equipment & Designs
Raymond and Marjorie Chapin
Ronald and Carolyn Cull
Jon and Joyce Ditz
Carole Dreffer
Paul and Michelle Elli

The Fair Publishing House
John and Lisa Felter

Great Lakes Audio Visual
Carl Hanson
Bob and Cindy Hare
Jim and Stacey Hartley

Re-Max - Linda Armstrong
SecureSight
UBS Financial Services
David and Cathy Wobser
Arthur and Carol Wolfe

Overture ($250-$499)
Joe and Phyllis Bransky
Joanne Braun
In memory of Val Bressler
Ruth Brink
Doug and Karen Brown

Custom Window & Door Co.
Joe Dandurand
Susan Daniel
Jerold and Ruth Earl
Tom and Marilyn Forster
Terry and Judith Graham - In honor
of Ron Brooker
Richard Guendelsberger
Nanette Gus - in honor of BettyAnn
& Herbert Guss
Ted and Carol Homberger
Larry Hummel
Peg Kingsley
Deann McKillips
- in memory of Nancy Rossi
Jim and Cathy Platte
Chuck and Carolyn Rainger
Rev. Pamela Sayre
Martin and Sandra Stites
Lois and Jan TerVeen
Kevin and Denise Trares
Craig and Lisa Tyler
John and Sally Wheeler

Interlude ($150-$249)
Mary A. Bauer
Nella Biller
Marsha S. Bordner
George and JoAnn Bryan - in honor
of Jody Chaffee
Jeanne Cramer
Eric and Ann Dudenhoefer
Marilyn Harshman - in memory of
Max Harshman
Dee and Tom Hartley
Ben and Bonnie Lindsley
John and Diane McNutt
Judy Mosher
Patricia Norcutt
Christopher and Cheryl Petersen
Neal and Nancy Sabino

Tad and Martha Swan

Sonata (up to $149)
Aha! Creative
Janet Albert
Nick and Lee Alexakos
Michael and Donna Reese Allen
James A. Andrews
Kathy Archibald
Tim and Kathy Armstrong
Merle and Joanne Arndt
Lauretta Bain - In honor of Rebecca
Bain
Phil and Margaret Barbour - In
honor of Ron Brooker
Dan and Mary Bauer
Melinda Beatty
Glenda Bennice
Ann Bingham
Emily Brown
Michale and Pamela Brumbaugh
Joey Butcher
Linda Carino
Richard Celek
Gerald Ceranowski
Jean Chaffee - in honor of Jody
Chaffee
Dennis Claxton
Sue Cloak - In memory of Rita
Coffman
Marianne Coburn and Randall
Harris
Thomas and Geralyn Smith
Richard and Barbara Collingwood
Laura Conley
Gregory and Amanda Cook - in
memory of loved ones
David R. Cooksey - In Memory of
Roland and Jo Cooksey
Donald and Lonna Cope
Patricia Custer
- In memory of Jim Wresche
Paul and Alea Dahnke
Jim and Jane Delahunt
John Doller
Charlie and Lori Doyle
Michael Kelly Dunn
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Sonata, cont. (up to $149)
David Eastlake
James A. Eiting
Ralph Enstad
Mary Foland
Lynn Fortman
John and Mary Jane Gibson
Jann Graham Glann
Robert Grunder
Marlene Gulas
Marian Hancy
Susan Hein
Chad Hepp
Nancy Humphrey
Connie K. Kendrick
Kay Kersey
Timothy Kiedrowski
Donald and Jeri Klopfenstein - In
honor of Sari Kelley
Larry and Loretta Koepp
David and Cheryl Kriska
James and Phyllis Lipp
Dean and Jane Lucal
Mike and Wanda Lyons
Lura Magi
Bill and Lee Marsh
David and Joan Mayo
Sue McFee

Carl and Ann McGookey - In honor
of Alice Weiss
Karen Mork - in memory of Jeffery
Mork
Chris and Marsha Mruk
Jim and Lois Myers
Skip and Rita Myers
Keith and Louise Newton
Nancy Opper
Thomas and Diane Orihel
John and Marilyn Parker
Patty D. Pascoe
Edwin Pawlowski - In memory of
Cheryl Pawlowski
George and Michele Poulos
Michael and Sarah Prout
Deborah Lynn Randall
Chuck and Mary Reiter
Bob and Brenda Rice
Ned and Gail Riedy
Ron and Karen Rude
Joseph and Andrea Scheingross
Jean Schultz
Cheryl Schwieterman and Fred Ray
Rev. Edgar Shelly

Maxwell and Bonita Shoff
Scott Shumaker
James and Judy Smith
Michael and Joann Spisak
Bill and Alice Springer
Tessa Steinemann- Drouhard
Gary and Shari Stausbaugh
Jacquelyn Streng
David and Patsy Subcasky
Robert and Donna Swackhamer
Jerry and JoAnn Taylor - In memory
of our parents
Ronald and Marilyn Toplitz
Thomas and Dianne Tucker
Read and Lynda Wakefield
Jobe and Debra Westerfelt
Jean E. Wieber
Judy Williams
Steve and Katie Wobser
John and Stephanie Wolf
Gene and Sandra Wright
Christine Yochem
Michelle Young
- In memory of Dad Young
DeEtte Zimmerman
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SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA CONCERTS: 8 full orchestra concerts with attendance of 5,056

CHORALE CONCERTS: 2 with orchestra, and 4 solo concerts with attendance of 1,686

SMALL ENSEMBLE GROUPS: 44 various local performances with attendance of 1,448

MUSIC EDUCATION ENGAGMENT: programs in 12 school districts seeing 5,339 students

2024-2025

Annual Fund Campaign
2024-2025

Annual Fund Campaign

Make a gift online at:
FirelandsSymphony.com/Support

13,529 +13,529 +
LIVES ENRICHED THROUGH MUSIC LAST SEASON WITH YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS!

The Firelands Symphony Orchestra is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization. Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.Your gift may be tax-deductible. 

https://firelandssymphony.com/support
https://www.firelandssymphony.com/support/
https://www.firelandssymphony.com/support/
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Nike Mendenhall........................................................................................................................President
Stacey Hartley....................................................................................................................Vice President
Lisa Felter....................................................................................................................................Secretary
Brian Shifflet...................................................................................................Musician’s Representative
Jacqueline Andrzejewski.............................................................................................................Director
Alexandria Balduff.........................................................................................................................Director
Elisabeth Brand.............................................................................................................................Director
Dr. Marcia Braun...........................................................................................................................Director
Charlie Doyle..................................................................................................................................Director
Larry Fletcher.................................................................................................................................Director
Ryan J. Garman.............................................................................................................................Director
Kacie Geretz..................................................................................................................................Director
Anita Jolley....................................................................................................................................Director 
Dr. Larry McCormack...................................................................................................................Director
Zachary Meyers............................................................................................................................Director
Alice Springer.................................................................................................................................Director
Dr. Lata Stefano.............................................................................................................................Director
Ann Voight.....................................................................................................................................Director

Carl Topilow.................................................................................................Music Director & Conductor
Dean Buck...............................................................................................................Assistant  Conductor
Michael Shirtz..................................................................................................................Chorale Director
Ron Brooker..................................................................................................................Executive Director
Mindi Bishop.........................................................................................................Director of Operations
Jody Chaffee..............................................................................................Education-Outreach Director,

Personnel Manager & Librarian
Jacob Campbell......................................................................................Education-Outreach Instructor
Tracy Enderle..........................................................................................................................Bookkeeper
Brandon Wurgess.......................................................................................................Marketing Director

BOARD OF DIRECTORSBOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFFSTAFF
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2024
2025 SEASON

FIRELANDSSYMPHONY.COM/TICKETS
419.621.4800
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